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facts. We had supposed that the French laboring woman was superior 
in condition to the English ; but this book undeceives us. The rate of 
wages is lower than in England, and in few instances is above the low- 
est amount necessary to sustain life. Very few French women are 
enabled to make any provision for their future ; and the illicit connec- 
tions which they are so ready to form, and which the custom of the 
nation not only tolerates, but encourages, are really in most instances 
the alternative to utter destitution. 

For the evils of the system of female labor in France M. Simon sees 
a cure only in the influences of home and of domestic life. He is san- 
guine in his estimate of this remedy, and he has no faith in any other. 
Trade-unions and relief-associations may be useful in some degree, 
but they are only secondary, and can do no good without the influences 
of the family. Mere charitable institutions seem to M. Simon to be, 
with all their good intentions, positively injurious, fostering the evil 
they are designed to heal. The spirit of this book, and its noble vindi- 
cation of honorable married life, and of life in the country as better 
than the crowded life of cities, cannot be too highly commended ; and 
though it was written of French women and for France, many of its 
suggestions are apt and useful for America and its workwomen. 



3. — Les Miseres cTun MiUionnaire. Par Am:ed:ee Achard. Paris : 
Hachette. 1861. 2 vols. 12mo. pp. 688. 

Of any book which bears the name of Ame^dee Achard as its author 
it may be confidently predicted that it will be well written, will abound 
in scenic contrasts and dramatic positions, will have no sickly senti- 
ment, and will be unsatisfactory in its moral conclusions. M. Achard's 
theory of life seems to be, that virtue, purity, and disinterestedness are 
excellent, and would be expedient if they were only possible ; that 
worldliness, ambition, social pride, and large wealth are sure to bring 
misery, but that they are social necessities as well as the natural in- 
stincts of the depraved human heart. In this last brilliant novel he 
has undertaken to show what wretchedness accompanies the possession 
of wealth ; how unhappy a man who has acquired millions may be made 
by his property, even when he feels secure in his place ; how domestic 
difficulties, the follies of a wife, the extravagances of children, the de- 
ception of clerks and servants, the fluctuations of commerce, the anxi- 
eties, fears, and mortifications incident to the position of a nabob, may 
destroy all the satisfaction which comes from the consciousness of being 
rich, and of being powerful through riches. The series of scenes and 
developments which brings in this conclusion is admirably drawn and 
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sustained. Yet we are afraid that the last result will not be to dis- 
courage the passion for wealth, or the ambition to be a lord on the 
exchange, with a great hotel and horses and retainers and splendor at 
command. The fashionable world, with all its folly, guilt, and sorrow, 
will remain more fascinating than provincial simplicity and innocence. 
It is very hard for French novelists, even when they paint the bless- 
ings of purity and humility, to teach virtue or to make poverty attrac- 
tive. 

We forbear to give an analysis of M. Achard's novel. Its merits 
are a clear and sparkling style, vividness of description, and individu- 
ality in the drawing of characters. Its defects are the crowding of 
personages, the length of the episode, and the introduction of some 
coarse scenes of Parisian life. There is no man in the book who could 
be called pure, according to the standard of English morality. The 
women are better ; but some women are introduced whose presence 
adds nothing to the moral worth of the story. 



4. — Pictures of Old England. By Dr. Reinhold Pauli, Author 
of " Alfred the Great," etc. Translated, with the Author's Sanction, 
by E. C. Ot?±. Cambridge : Macmillan & Co. 1861. Small 8vo. 
pp. xii. and 451. 

This is a translation of a series of sketches with which the author 
illustrated his " History of England in the Middle Ages." It contains 
many curious facts in relation to the social life and commercial position 
of mediaeval England. " The Hanseatic Steelyard in London " shows 
that the old position of the German merchants in England was the same 
as that of the English in China, and the Dutch in Japan. There are 
also several elaborate chapters on the earliest relations of England and 
Germany, and the reciprocal journeys of Edward III. to the Rhine, 
and of the Emperor Sigismund to the Thames. The most interesting 
parts of the book are the analysis of the Canterbury Tales, and of 
the biographies of Wycliffe, Duke Humphrey of Gloucester, and the 
Maid of Orleans. The latter personage is made much less romantic, 
and therefore much more truly heroic, than in the common accounts. 
The solitary shepherdess and dreamer under the hallowed oak is less 
poetic than the clear-minded, meek-hearted villager, who receives her 
heavenly commission at noonday, while walking in her father's garden. 

There are constant allusions to Shakespeare's historical plays in the 
" Pictures of Old England," which would not serve ill as a commentary 
on them. We fear, however, that the copiousness of Dr. Pauli's eru- 
dition, as well as his constantly looking at England from his German 
stand-point, may lessen the influence of an otherwise masterly work. 



